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Message of the President CPGS

Member Senate of Pakistan,
President Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies 

The Indian Ocean (IO) has reemerged as a focal point in 
international geostrategic discussions. The Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR) houses 32 littoral states, limitless resources in 
addition to numerous trade routes, ports and choke points, 

rendering maritime security in the area an aspect of vital importance. For Pakistan, with our 
recently expanded continental shelf and developments like the operationalization of CPEC and 
Gwadar, the seas have similarly regained the attention of our strategic and policy-making circles. 
Recent developments by India in the IOR have also signi�cantly expanded the spectrum of threat 
perception for Pakistan, magnifying the importance of maritime security for the country. To date, 
despite various constraints, Pakistan Navy has proven highly e�ective in successfully thwarting 
any challenges faced by the country in this domain, upholding `time and again’ its reputation and 
credibility worldwide. 

However, as we enter an era with a new set of challenges, the time is ripe for another candid 
discussion on our national objectives in the IOR, and the means and mechanisms necessary to 
achieve them. Today, the country is on the brink of reaping the fruits from all the hard work that 
has gone into the national project of unprecedented scale – the 'China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor'.  Development projects in the coastal areas, especially Gwadar, are also in full swing. 
Consequently, traditional threats such as the destabilization of the IOR due to belligerent 
developments by a littoral state, and non-traditional threats such as terrorism and piracy are also 
becoming accentuated.

The conference today is an attempt to reopen conversations around these evolving issues of vital 
national importance, to facilitate and encourage preparedness for dealing with them through 
timely and comprehensive mechanisms, both at the national and international levels. 

Senator Sehar Kamran (TI)
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Policy Recommendations

Maritime Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national security, and must be acknowledged as 
such. A comprehensive and long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based 
on projected requirements for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is 
the need of time. Internal and external challenges must be e�ectively tackled in order to secure 
and operationalize Pakistan’s interests in Gwadar and CPEC. 

The Pakistan Navy has played a vital role in safeguarding the maritime interests of the country; 
however, there are numerous and daunting challenges that still lie ahead. The gains made by our 
Navy have to be consolidated, in order to rea�rm Pakistan’s very central and important position as 
the emerging regional economic and trade hub.

Background:

‘Maritime Security in the Afro-Asian Ocean’ has been a matter of vital importance to its littoral 
states since the earliest periods of decolonization, but the matter has taken on a new import in 
recent years. E�orts such as the UN declaration of this Ocean as a ‘Zone of Peace’ in 1971 are a 
testament to this, even if that remains a rhetorical exercise. Much more must be done in order to 
guarantee a true zone of peace in this region, and the push towards the achievement of this goal 
requires a common understanding and consensus on what this might actually constitute. A Zone 
of Peace that is relevant to modern concerns will seek to reduce power-play by not only 
extra-regional maritime powers but also emerging regional navies with hegemonic designs.

Furthermore, a comprehensive maritime policy requires an in-depth understanding of all facets of 
maritime security – including but not limited to traditional challenges such as belligerent 
militarization, hegemonic competition, great power politics, use of proxies, piracy, terrorism etc. as 
well as non-traditional challenges, such as climate change, infrastructure development, 
governance, R&D, trade & food security, etc.

For Pakistan in particular, a comprehensive maritime policy must acknowledge, separately and 
thoroughly, the following dimensions:

a)     Internal Dimensions, which include:
 
 a.     An appraisal of our strengths and limitations;
 b.     A review of resource allocation, on the basis of not only current but projected   
         requirements;
 c.      E�ective Governance; 
 d.     Relevant infrastructure development – both civil and military;
 e.     The development of a skilled labor force;
 f.       Trade & food security, R&D, strategies to limit the impact of climate change, etc.
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b)    External Dimensions, which include:
 a.     Piracy & terrorism;
 b.     Increasing militarization of the AAOR;
 c.      Nuclearisation of the AAOR by a littoral state;
 d.     Extra-regional major power tussles – proxy & pre-emptive warfare, quest for   
          dominance, state-sponsored terrorism;
 e.     Ownership of the AAOR - increasing cooperation among all littoral states;
 f.       Climate Change.

In light of these compulsions, the Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), would like to 
suggest the following policy framework, to facilitate the formulation of targeted strategies for 
securing Pakistan’s national interests in the maritime arena. These recommendations hope to be 
amenable to all stakeholders, and productive in forwarding the debate in this context by pursuing 
Pakistan’s national interests �rst and foremost, in an inclusive and detailed manner.

Preamble

 I. Considering the importance of Maritime Security for the pursuit, realization and  
  protection of Pakistan’s national interests;
 II. Believing that challenges in this arena are a challenge to the prosperity and   
  protection of the country;
 III. Emphasizing our opposition to the application of precarious and speculative   
  policies in the AAOR;
 IV. Underscoring the need for a futuristic approach, based on projected requirements  
  for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors; 
 V. Rea�rming that only an all-encompassing, comprehensive national maritime   
  policy can achieve these goals.

CPGS recommends that:

Foremost, we believe that the issue identi�ed with the nomenclature be resolved, and the ‘Indian’ 
Ocean be renamed as the ‘Afro-Asian’ Ocean. It is only through this measure that the littoral states 
of this region, particularly the smaller ones, can feel empowered to take charge of their own 
destinies, to foster an environment of cooperation rather than competition.

Internal:

Pakistan must take the lead in promoting the title of ‘Afro Asian Ocean’; only through timely and 
e�ective diplomacy can this goal be achieved. The media, academia and policy making circles can 
play a vital role in this context by adopting and promoting this nomenclature.

To move forward with this and other policy goals, a broad and inclusive National Maritime Policy 
(NMP) must �rst be identi�ed. The NMP must acknowledge the various facets of maritime security, 
including trade, economy, environment and security, to facilitate the creation of targeted 
strategies for implementation. A review of the existing NMP is the need of the hour, for the 
protection and projection of Pakistan’s maritime interests.  
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In order to launch e�ective, coordinated strategies to implement Pakistan’s Maritime Policy goals, 
a National Maritime Authority must be created. At the moment, a coordinating and monitoring 
mechanism is lacking between the various ministries and departments of the government that 
tackle maritime issues; the NMA will �ll this gap.

In any policy goal, strategy or new deal being considered by any sector, Pakistan’s interests must 
remain supreme.

The literature and scienti�c knowledge about Pakistan’s coastal areas and maritime zones is 
exceedingly inadequate; in order to formulate comprehensive strategies for the development of 
coastal zones, the protection and conservation of marine environment and ecosystems, 
immediate investments must be made into research and development.

With the help of economic experts, strategies must also be formulated for the expansion and 
development of ports, in addition to the creation of new ones, particularly along the Makran coast, 
in order to prepare for future growth, as per projected statistical data.

In terms of physical security, Pakistan must possess the ability to carry out maritime trade under 
any security conditions. This entails Pakistan’s merchant navy ships being able to lift vital cargos, 
and a naval force strong enough to protect all maritime interests.

To this end, Pakistan should increase and modernize its naval �eet, and pursue technological 
advancements in sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured second strike capability, especially in 
the context of the growing threats in the AAOR by our belligerent neighbor.

In order for a result-oriented implementation of maritime policy goals, the challenge of 
‘sea-blindness’ within the local population as well as the decision-making circles must be tackled, 
and an environment of national support created. This can be only done by raising awareness on 
maritime issues and promoting a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.

Simultaneously, investment must be made into developing and modernizing indigenous 
industries, including but not limited to �sheries, shipbuilding and shipbreaking, and re�neries for 
crude oil etc.

A local labor force must be prepared for emerging industries. Vocational centers to train local sta� 
for skilled jobs must be created, particularly in Baluchistan. Labor laws must also be made 
compliant with international standards to encourage international investments.

Proactive planning is required to capitalize on the opportunities brought by CPEC, particularly for 
enhancing maritime connectivity. This is only possible if the opportunities are equally productive 
for all, rather than only for speci�c zones classi�ed as ‘CPEC Zones’. Any divide or limitation of 
opportunities to a zone will be detrimental to national security. 

Preemptive planning for development in coastal areas must not overlook key aspects of 
governance, such as a strengthened and expanded police force, and an e�ective justice system. 
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Increase in business activities and investment are key to development and growth of coastal areas. 
To attract investors, the cost of business, land and duties should be reduced.

All these improvements require that a speci�c fund be allocated to the enhancement of the 
maritime sector, for civilian and military infrastructure developments.

External:

For the �rst time since 1947, there appears to be an increasing trend in the AAOR towards 
co-operation rather than confrontation. A cohesive e�ort should be launched for enhancing 
coordination and diplomacy amongst the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean, with the aim of 
promoting an environment of trust.

A rea�rmation and expansion of the purpose of the UN Resolution 2832, declaring the Ocean as a 
‘Zone of Peace’, should be pursued, whereby modern day concerns of littoral states are also 
addressed. Where the primary aim of the 1971 Resolution was the prevention of extra-regional 
intrigue, today it must also speci�cally incorporate the prevention of hegemonic behavior by 
littoral states.

Pakistan must take the initiative in strongly opposing the increased instability produced by the 
introduction of nuclear weapons by India in the AAOR. The issue must be raised at all relevant 
international fora.

Simultaneously, Pakistan must make e�orts to increase naval cooperation with other naval 
powers, including friendly countries in West Asia as well as China and Sri Lanka.

The socio-economic development of Afro-Asian littoral states is vital to regional stability, 
especially to reduce space for extra-regional interference. Only the prosperity of the “richest area 
of the world” can create a political climate suitable for integrating the region. Investment into 
extraction of raw materials and manufacturing can be the �rst step in this direction.

In this context, Pakistan must also take steps to increase access and connectivity with African 
markets.

Pakistan should prepare an Ocean Economic Roadmap to bene�t from its immense maritime 
potential, and develop an entire coast on the principle of Integrated Coastal Zone Management.

Pakistan should take steps to encourage international investment in the country’s maritime sector. 
The establishment of an environment of trust is central to achieving this goal, and will also 
facilitate the country in working towards technology transfers.

Pakistan must also take steps to protect and capitalize on current investments, particularly the 
CPEC. In this context, the country must take steps to engage opponents such as India and bring 
them into the connectivity net, as regional connectivity is the only way forward.

Pakistan must also engage with the US to convey concerns on their unbalanced relationship with 
India in the AAOR, and its implications on regional stability. It must also raise the issue of USA’s 
support for India’s self-styled role as the ‘net security provider’ in the region.
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