
Media Coverage

The Frontier Post
Daily Times
The Times of Islamabad
Pakistan Today
The Nation
Associated Press of Pakistan
Pakistan Observer  
The Express Tribune
Pakistan Defence
Indian Express
Business Recorder
The News 
The New Indian Express
Sabah News
Roznama Express
Roznama Dunya
DAWN
Daily Naw I Waqat 
Pakistan Point

Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean:
Prospects and Challenges for Pakistan



The Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies02

Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Prospects and Challenges for Pakistan

Emerging challenges in Indian Ocean region pose serious threat to 
Pakistan’s security

ISLAMABAD (NNI): Emerging challenges in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) pose a serious threat to 
Pakistan’s security and interests and a comprehensive strategy is required for addressing them.

This was the conclusion of a roundtable on Maritime Security hosted by Center for Pakistan and Gulf 
Studies in collaboration with German Foundation Konrad Adenauer Stiftung on Friday. 

The deliberations at the roundtable would feed into a daylong national conference being organized 
by CPGS and KAS on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’ on 
Monday (March 27). The round table had concluded that challenges to peace in IOR are mainly 
emanating from its nuclearization and power projection by states maintaining presence in the area 
and emerging alliances in the region. Additionally, challenges like terrorism, piracy and 
environmental concerns are further complicating the scenario. Pakistan’s participation in China’s 
One-Belt One Road initiative, meanwhile, adds to the urgency for developing a strategy for dealing 
with the threats to peace.

Pakistan has already taken several steps including the raising of a special maritime force Task Force - 
88 (TF-88) for protection of Gawadar Port and its sea lanes. But, CPGS believes a bigger e�ort is 
required. 

President CPGS Senator Sehar Kamran says: “Pakistan's stakes in the maritime arena are extremely 
high, which are directly impacted by multifaceted threats and challenges, both traditional and 
non-traditional threats, but more importantly the emerging Indo-US strategic partnership, an 
increased Chinese interest and presence in the region, Indo-Iran and Indo-Gulf cooperation, Indian 
ambitions and the nuclearization of the ocean.”

The national conference is, therefore, being held to deliberate on the complex milieu and intertwined 
interests and strategic concerns and propose the future course of action and responses.

Federal Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain would be the chief guest at the 
conference that would feature key note speeches by National Security Adviser Lt Gen (R) Nasser 
Janjua and Former Chief of Naval Sta� Admiral (R) Asif Sandila. A number of maritime experts would 
also present their papers. 

https://thefrontierpost.com/article/190313/emerging-challenges-indian-ocean-region-pose-serious-thre
at-pakistan%E2%80%99s-security

Friday 03/24/2017 
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‘Strategy needed against emerging challenges in Indian Ocean 
Region’

Participants say challenges like terrorism, piracy and environmental concerns are further 
complicating the scenario.

ISLAMABAD: Emerging challenges in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) pose a serious threat to 
Pakistan’s security and interests, and a comprehensive strategy is required for addressing them.

This was the conclusion of a roundtable on maritime security hosted by the Centre for Pakistan and 
Gulf Studies (CPGS) in collaboration with a German foundation Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS). The 
deliberations at the roundtable would feed into a daylong national conference being organised by 
the CPGS and the KAS on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for 
Pakistan’ on Monday.

The roundtable had concluded that challenges to peace in IOR were mainly emanating from its 
nuclearisation and power projection by states maintaining presence in the area and emerging 
alliances in the region.

Additionally, challenges like terrorism, piracy and environmental concerns were further complicating 
the scenario. Pakistan’s participation in China’s One Belt, One Road initiative, meanwhile, adds to the 
urgency for developing a strategy for dealing with threats to peace.

Pakistan has already taken several steps, including the raising of a special maritime force Task 
Force-88 (TF-88), for protection of Gwadar Port and its sea-lanes. But the CPGS believes a bigger e�ort 
is required.

Speaking on the occasion, CPGS President Senator Sehar Kamran said, “Pakistan's stakes in the 
maritime arena are extremely high, which are directly impacted by multifaceted threats and 
challenges, both traditional and non-traditional threats, but more importantly the emerging Indo-US 
strategic partnership, an increased Chinese interest and presence in the region, Indo-Iran and 
Indo-Gulf cooperation, Indian ambitions and the nuclearisation of the ocean.”

The national conference is, therefore, being held to deliberate on the complex environment, 
intertwined interests and strategic concerns, and propose the future course of action and responses.
Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain would be the chief guest at the 
conference that would feature key note speeches by National Security Adviser Lt Gen (r) Nasser Janjua 
and former chief of naval sta� Admiral (r) Asif Sandila. A number of maritime experts would also 
present their papers on the occasion.

http://dailytimes.com.pk/pakistan/24-Mar-17/strategy-needed-against-emerging-challenges-in-indian-
ocean-region

Saturday 03/25/2017 
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Indian Ocean maritime security challenges: Is Pakistan ready

ISLAMABAD: Emerging challenges in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) pose a serious threat to 
Pakistan’s security and interests, and a comprehensive strategy is required for addressing them.

This was the conclusion of a roundtable on maritime security hosted by the Centre for Pakistan and 
Gulf Studies (CPGS) in collaboration with a German foundation Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS). The 
deliberations at the roundtable would feed into a daylong national conference being organised by 
the CPGS and the KAS on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for 
Pakistan’ on Monday.

The roundtable had concluded that challenges to peace in IOR were mainly emanating from its 
nuclearisation and power projection by states maintaining presence in the area and emerging 
alliances in the region.

Additionally, challenges like terrorism, piracy and environmental concerns were further complicating 
the scenario. Pakistan’s participation in China’s One Belt, One Road initiative, meanwhile, adds to the 
urgency for developing a strategy for dealing with threats to peace.

Pakistan has already taken several steps, including the raising of a special maritime force Task 
Force-88 (TF-88), for protection of Gwadar Port and its sea-lanes. But the CPGS believes a bigger e�ort 
is required.

Speaking on the occasion, CPGS President Senator Sehar Kamran said, “Pakistan's stakes in the 
maritime arena are extremely high, which are directly impacted by multifaceted threats and 
challenges, both traditional and non-traditional threats, but more importantly the emerging Indo-US 
strategic partnership, an increased Chinese interest and presence in the region, Indo-Iran and 
Indo-Gulf cooperation, Indian ambitions and the nuclearisation of the ocean.”

The national conference is, therefore, being held to deliberate on the complex environment, 
intertwined interests and strategic concerns, and propose the future course of action and responses.

Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain would be the chief guest at the 
conference that would feature key note speeches by National Security Adviser Lt Gen (r) Nasser Janjua 
and former chief of naval sta� Admiral (r) Asif Sandila. A number of maritime experts would also 
present their papers on the occasion.

https://timeso�slamabad.com/indian-ocean-maritime-security-challenges-is-pakistan-ready/2017/03/2
5/

Saturday 03/25/2017 

The Times of Islamabad 
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Emerging challenges in Indian Ocean pose serious threat to Pakistan’s 
security, interest

Emerging challenges in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) pose a serious threat to Pakistan’s security and 
interests, and a comprehensive strategy is required for addressing them.

This was the conclusion of a roundtable on maritime security hosted by Centre for Pakistan and Gulf 
Studies (CPGS) in collaboration with German Foundation Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS). The 
deliberations at the roundtable would feed into a daylong national conference being organised by 
CPGS and KAS on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’ on 
Monday (March 27).

The roundtable had concluded that challenges to peace in IOR are mainly emanating from its 
nuclearisation and power projection by states maintaining a presence in the area and emerging 
alliances in the region. Additionally, challenges like terrorism, piracy and environmental concerns are 
further complicating the scenario. Pakistan’s participation in China’s One-Belt One Road initiative, 
meanwhile, adds to the urgency for developing a strategy for dealing with the threats to peace.

Pakistan has already taken several steps, including the raising of a special maritime force Task Force – 
88 (TF-88) for the protection of Gwadar Port and its sea lanes. But, CPGS believes a bigger e�ort is 
required.

CPGS President Senator Sehar Kamran said: “Pakistan’s stakes in the maritime arena are extremely 
high, which are directly impacted by multifaceted threats and challenges—both traditional and 
non-traditional threats—but more importantly, the emerging Indo-US strategic partnership, an 
increased Chinese interest and presence in the region, Indo-Iran and Indo-Gulf cooperation, Indian 
ambitions and the nuclearisation of the ocean.”

The national conference is, therefore, being held to deliberate on the complex milieu and intertwined 
interests and strategic concerns and propose the future course of action and responses.

Federal Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain would be the chief guest at the 
conference that would feature keynote speeches by National Security Adviser Lt Gen (R) Nasser 
Janjua and former chief of naval sta� Admiral (R) Asif Sandila. A number of maritime experts would 
also present their papers.

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/03/25/emerging-challenges-in-indian-ocean-pose-serious-thre
at-to-pakistans-security-interest/

Saturday 03/25/2017 
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 ‘INDIAN OCEAN CHALLENGES POSE THREAT TO PAK SECURITY’

Emerging challenges in the Indian Ocean Region pose a serious threat to Pakistan’s security and 
interests and a comprehensive strategy is required for addressing them, a roundtable yesterday 
concluded.

The roundtable on Maritime Security was hosted by the Center for Pakistan and Gulf Studies in 
collaboration with German Foundation Konrad Adenauer Stiftung.

The deliberations at the roundtable would feed into a daylong national conference being organized 
by CPGS and KAS on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’ on 
March 27.

The roundtable had concluded that challenges to peace in IOR are mainly emanating from its 
nuclearization and power projection by states maintaining presence in the area and emerging 
alliances in the region.

Additionally, challenges like terrorism, piracy and environmental concerns are further complicating 
the scenario. Pakistan’s participation in China’s One-Belt One Road initiative, meanwhile, adds to the 
urgency for developing a strategy for dealing with the threats to peace.

Pakistan has already taken several steps including the raising of a special maritime force Task Force - 
88 (TF-88) for protection of Gwadar Port and its sea lanes. But, CPGS believes a bigger e�ort is 
required.

President CPGS Senator Sehar Kamran said: “Pakistan's stakes in the maritime arena are extremely 
high, which are directly impacted by multifaceted threats and challenges, both traditional and 
non-traditional threats, but more importantly the emerging Indo-US strategic partnership, an 
increased Chinese interest and presence in the region, Indo-Iran and Indo-Gulf cooperation, Indian 
ambitions and the nuclearization of the ocean.”

The national conference is, therefore, being held to deliberate on the complex milieu and intertwined 
interests and strategic concerns and propose the future course of action and responses.

Federal Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain would be the chief guest at the 
conference that would feature key note speeches by National Security Adviser Lt General Nasser 
Janjua (retd) and Former Chief of Naval Sta� Admiral Asif Sandila (retd).

This news was published in The Nation newspaper on  25-Mar-2017

http://nation.com.pk/national/25-Mar-2017/indian-propaganda-aimed-at-spreading-unrest-coas

Saturday 03/25/2017 
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Need stressed for framing National Maritime policy

ISLAMABAD, March 27 (APP): Speakers at the maritime conference here on Monday called for 
framing broad-based National Maritime Policy, modernization of navy, and expansion of diplomatic 
engagement with the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean Region (Indian Ocean).

The need was highlighted for achieving peace and security and capitalizing on the opportunities 
created by China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the daylong 
conference on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’, jointly 
organized by Center for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), and 
National Center for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was participated by policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and 
academics, further supported the idea of identifying Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a 
sense of ownership to the littoral states since the Ocean is bound by two continents.

Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, on the occasion, said: “There is no surprise that 
our competitors are opposed to CPEC, and are already seeking to sabotage it. It is of the utmost 
importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with any and all challenges that may arise as 
these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime arena.”

National Security Advisor Lt. Gen ® Nasser Janjua terming Pakistan as gateway of the world to the 
region highlighted the need for having improved relationship with the neighbor at western side.

The conference recommendations underscored the importance of overcoming national 
‘sea-blindness’, because of which maritime issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, 
and developing a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.

President CPGS Sehar Kamran said that Maritime Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national 
security, and must be acknowledged as such. A comprehensive and long-term maritime security 
policy with a futuristic approach based on projected requirements for the coming decades in both 
civilian and military maritime sectors was the need of time, he added.

Former Naval Chief Admiral ® Muhammad Sandila raised the issue of problems confronting 
development of Gawadar and called for addressing these challenges for the development of 
Gawadar and CPEC.

Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional secretary Ministry of Defense, was of the view that 
the available resources are not enough to meet the maritime security dictates.

Former Deputy Chief of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral r Iftikhar Ahmed said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.” He stressed that Iranian port Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gawadar 
and the two can compliment.

Rear Admiral r Pervaiz Asghar, Former Director General, National Centre for Maritime Policy Research, 
pointed to threat of India’s naval expansion, but also drew attention to non-traditional threats. He 
asked for making a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of common non-traditional threats.

https://www.app.com.pk/need-stressed-for-framing-national-maritime-policy/

Monday 03/27/2017 
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CPEC: National Maritime policy needed for Indian Ocean security

ISLAMABAD: (APP) Speakers at the maritime conference herer on Monday called for framing 
broad-based National Maritime Policy, modernization of navy, and expansion of diplomatic 
engagement with the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean Region (Indian Ocean).

The need was highlighted for achieving peace and security and capitalizing on the opportunities 
created by China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the daylong 
conference on `Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’, jointly 
organized by Center for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), and 
National Center for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was participated by policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and 
academics, further supported the idea of identifying Indian Ocean as `Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a 
sense of ownership to the littoral states since the Ocean is bound by two continents.

Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, on the occasion, said: “There is no surprise that 
our competitors are opposed to CPEC, and are already seeking to sabotage it. It is of the utmost 
importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with any and all challenges that may arise as 
these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime arena.”

National Security Advisor Lt. Gen (R) Nasser Janjua terming Pakistan as gateway of the world to the 
region highlighted the need for having improved relationship with the neighbor at western side.

The conference recommendations underscored the importance of overcoming national 
`sea-blindness’, because of which maritime issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, 
and developing a culture of `sea-positivity’.

President CPGS Sehar Kamran said that Maritime Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national 
security, and must be acknowledged as such. A comprehensive and long-term maritime security 
policy with a futuristic approach based on projected requirements for the coming decades in both 
civilian and military maritime sectors was the need of time, he added.

Former Naval Chief Admiral (r) Muhammad Sandila raised the issue of problems confronting 
development of Gawadar and called for addressing these challenges for the development of 
Gawadar and CPEC.

Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional secretary Ministry of Defense, was of the view that 
the available resources are not enough to meet the maritime security dictates.

Former Deputy Chief of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral r Iftikhar Ahmed said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.” He stressed that Iranian port Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gawadar 
and the two can compliment.

Rear Admiral r Pervaiz Asghar, Former Director General, National Centre for Maritime Policy Research, 
pointed to threat of India‘s naval expansion, but also drew attention to non-traditional threats. He 
asked for making a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of common non-traditional threats.

https://timeso�slamabad.com/cpec-national-maritime-policy-needed-indian-ocean-security/2017/
03/27/

Monday 03/27/2017 

The Times of Islamabad 
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Pakistan must take lead in identifying Indian Ocean as ‘Afro Asian 
Ocean’, says Senator Sehar Kamran

ISLAMABAD, March 27 (APP): A daylong national maritime conference on Monday called for a 
broad-based National M aritime Policy, modernization of navy, and expansion of diplomatic 
engagement with the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean Region (more commonly known as 
Indian Ocean) for peace and security and capitalizing on the opportunities created by China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the conference on 
“Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan”, which had been 
jointly organized by Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), and 
National Centre for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was participated by policymakers, legislators, maritime experts and 
academics, further supported the idea of identifying Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a 
sense of ownership to the littoral states since the Ocean is bound by two continents.

The conference was held to analyze the challenges in realm of maritime security emanating from 
militarisation and nuclearisation of Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining 
presence in the area, emerging alliances in the region and threats to CPEC, in addition to 
non-traditional challenges like terrorism, piracy, food security and environmental concerns.

National Security Adviser Lt Gen (R) Nasser Janjua, while underscoring the importance of maritime 
security, in his keynote said, “Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue 
water navies by countries like India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space.”

He said the vision of ‘Asia’s century’ was under stress because “security architecture and strategic 
stability of the region has come under stress”. In this regard, he pointed towards Indo-US logistics 
exchange agreement, through which he said, “India and US have carved out space to pre-position 
themselves on this ocean. India, he said, was being propped up as a counter-weight to China through 
geo-political, geo-economic and geo-military moves.

The conference recommendations underscored the importance of overcoming national 
‘sea-blindness’, because of which maritime issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, 
and developing a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.

Unveiling the recommendations of the conference, President CPGS Sehar Kamran said, “Maritime 
Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national security, and must be acknowledged as such. A 
comprehensive and long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based on projected
requirements for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is the need of 
time. Furthermore the issue identi�ed with the nomenclature be resolved and the Ocean should be 
renamed as the Afro-Asian Ocean.”

Senator Sehar Kamran said ful�llment of the vision of ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs 
Connectivity, Cooperation and Communication. She specially thanked PPP co-Chair and former 
President Asif Ali Zardari for helping in initiation of CPEC and said it underscores how we can 
contribute to achievement of national interest in a non-partisan manner.

It was suggested that the existing National Maritime Policy should be reviewed to make it more 
inclusive and forward looking so that it could address trade, economic, environmental and security 
elements for the protection and projection of Pakistan’s maritime interests. Creation of National 
Maritime Authority, allocation of necessary resources, research, expansion/development and 
establishment of new ports particularly along the Makran Coast were also proposed.

Monday 03/27/2017 
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The recommendations placed special emphasis on development and modernization of Pakistan Navy 
for being the guardians of the maritime boundaries. “Pakistan should increase and modernize its 
naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured 
second strike capability, especially in the context of the growing threats in the AAOR by our 
belligerent neighbor.”

Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional secretary Ministry of Defense, cautioned that “The 
available resources are inadequate to meet the maritime security dictates.” Importantly the 
conference recommended greater diplomatic engagement with littoral states in Afro-Asian Ocean 
Region to promote mutual trust and cooperation in development of the region, besides enhancing 
Pakistan’s access to African markets. It called for a review of UN Resolution 2832 that declares this 
Ocean as Zone of Peace to address the concerns of littoral states including its nuclearization. “Pakistan 
must take the initiative in strongly opposing the increased  instability produced by the introduction 
of nuclear weapons by India” in the Ocean.

It was proposed that India may also be roped into the connectivity net as it was identi�ed as the only 
way forward towards promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of 
investments like CPEC.

Other recommendations related to promoting investments, skills development, equitable 
distribution of opportunities created by CPEC, and improved governance and security within 
Pakistan.

Former Deputy Chief of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral ® Iftikhar Ahmed said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.” He stressed that Iranian port Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gawadar 
and the two can compliment.

https://vid.app.com.pk/vid/2017/03/pakistan-must-take-lead-in-identifying-indian-ocean-as-afro-asian
-ocean-says-senator-sehar-kamran/
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Growing Indo-US collaboration disturbing regional peace: Speakers

A day-long national maritime conference on Monday called for a broad-based National Maritime 
Policy, modernization of navy, and expansion of diplomatic engagement with the littoral states of the 
Afro-Asian Ocean Region (more commonly known as Indian Ocean) for peace and security and 
capitalizing on the opportunities created by China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the conference on 
‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’, which had been jointly 
organized by Center for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), and 
National Center for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR). The conference, which was participated by 
policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and academics, further supported the idea of identifying 
Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a sense of ownership to the littoral states since the Ocean 
is bound by two continents.

The conference was held to analyse the challenges in realm of maritime security emanating from 
militarization and nuclearization of Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining 
presence in the area, emerging alliances in the region and threats to CPEC, in additional to 
non-traditional challenges like terrorism, piracy, food security and environmental concerns.

National Security Adviser Lt Gen (Retd) Nasser Janjua, while underscoring the importance of maritime 
security, in his keynote said: “Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue 
water navies by countries like India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space.” He 
said the vision of ‘Asia’s century’ was under stress because “security architecture and strategic stability 
of the region has come under stress”. In this regard, he pointed towards Indo-US logistics exchange 
agreement, through which he said, “India and US have carved out space to pre-position themselves 
on this ocean. India, he said, was being propped up as a counter-weight to China through 
geo-political, geo-economic and geo-military moves.

Federal Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, who was the chief guest on this 
occasion, said: “There is no surprise that our competitors are opposed to CPEC, and are already 
seeking to sabotage it. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with 
any and all challenges that may arise as these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime 
arena.”

The conference recommendations underscored the importance of overcoming national 
‘sea-blindness’, because of which maritime issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, 
and developing a culture of ‘sea-positivity’. Unveiling the recommendations of the conference, 
President CPGS Sehar Kamran said: “Maritime Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national 
security, and must be acknowledged as such. A comprehensive and long-term maritime security 
policy with a futuristic approach based on projected requirements for the coming decades in both 
civilian and military maritime sectors is the need of time.”

Senator Sehar Kamran said ful�llment of the vision of ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs – 
Connectivity, Cooperation, and Communication. She specially thanked PPP co-Chair and former 
President Asif Ali Zardari for helping in initiation of CPEC and said it underscores how we can 
contribute to achievement of national interest in a non-partisan manner.

The recommendations placed special emphasis on development and modernization of Pakistan Navy 
for being the guardians of the maritime boundaries. “Pakistan should increase and modernize its 
naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured 
second strike capability, especially in the context of the growing threats in the AAOR by our 
belligerent neighbour.”

http://pakobserver.net/growing-indo-us-collaboration-disturbing-regional-peace-speakers/

Tuesday 03/28/2017 
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‘New maritime policy and renewal of navy need of the hour’

* Defence production minister says Pakistan's competitors are trying hard to sabotage CPEC 
* CPGS president thanks Asif Zardari for helping initiate CPEC

ISLAMABAD: A day-long maritime conference on Monday called for a broad-based national maritime 
policy, modernisation of the navy, and expansion of diplomatic engagement with the littoral states of 
the Indian Ocean for peace, security and capitalising on the opportunities created by the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

As many as 25 recommendations were issued at the conclusion of the conference on 'Maritime 
Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan'. The event was jointly organised 
by the Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) and National 
Center for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was participated by policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and 
academics, further supported the idea of identifying Indian Ocean as 'Afro-Asian Ocean' to give a 
sense of ownership to the littoral states.

The conference was held to analyse the challenges in the realm of maritime security emanating from 
the militarisation and nuclearisation of the Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining 
presence in the area, emerging alliances in the region and threats to CPEC, in additional to 
non-traditional challenges like terrorism, piracy, food security and environmental concerns.

National Security Adviser Nasser Janjua said, "Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant 
investments in blue water navies by countries like India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive 
security space."

Janjua added that the vision of 'Asia's century' was under stress because "security architecture and 
strategic stability of the region has come under stress".

He said, "India and US have carved out space to pre-position themselves on this ocean. India was 
being propped up as a counter-weight to China through geo-political, geo-economic and 
geo-military moves."

Defence Production Minister Rana Tanveer said, "There is no surprise that our competitors are 
opposed to CPEC, and are already seeking to sabotage it. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, 
that we be fully-prepared to deal with any and all challenges that may arise as these opportunities 
unfold, not the least in the maritime arena."

Unveiling the recommendations, CPGS President Sehar Kamran said, "Maritime Security is a pivotal 
aspect of Pakistan's national security, and must be acknowledged as such. A comprehensive and 
long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based on projected requirements for 
the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is the need of time."

Sehar added that ful�llment of the vision of 'Asian Century' needs a focus on 3Cs - connectivity, 
cooperation, and communication. Thanking Pakistan People's Party Co-chairman Asif Zardari for 
helping initiate CPEC, she said, "It underscores how we can contribute to achievement of national 
interest in a non-partisan manner."

Tuesday 03/28/2017 
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The recommendations placed special emphasis on development and modernisation of Pakistan 
Navy.

"Pakistan should increase and modernise its naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in 
sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured second strike capability, especially in the context of the 
growing threats in the AAOR by our belligerent neighbour."Former naval chief Asif Sandila raised the 
issue of problems confronting development of Gwadar.

"Until those challenges are addressed, Gwadar is not going to take o�. CPEC minus Gwadar would just 
be an extension of Karakoram Highway."

Mukhtar Jadoon, former defence additional secretary, said, "The available resources are inadequate to 
meet the maritime security dictates."

Importantly the conference recommended greater diplomatic engagement with littoral states in 
Afro-Asian Ocean region to promote mutual trust and cooperation in development of the region, 
besides enhancing Pakistan's access to African markets. It called for a review of UN Resolution 2832 
that declares this ocean as Zone of Peace to address the concerns of littoral states, including its 
nuclearisation.

It was proposed that India may also be roped into the connectivity net as it was identi�ed as the only 
way forward to promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of investments 
like CPEC.

Former deputy chief of naval sta� Iftikhar Ahmed said, "If we have the requisite infrastructure and 
enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the economic hub of 
the region."

Former National Centre for Maritime Policy Research director general Pervez Asghar asked for "a 
coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of common non-traditional threats that are increasingly 
becoming the norm".

http://dailytimes.com.pk/pakistan/28-Mar-17/new-maritime-policy-and-renewal-of-navy-need-of-the-h
our
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Pakistan takes dim view of Indo-US maritime pact

Pakistan has voiced serious concerns over growing strategic partnership between India and the 
United States saying the ‘logistic exchange pact’ between the two countries has put the vision of 
‘Asia’s century’ in serious jeopardy .

“Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue water navies by countries like 
India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space,” said Lt Gen (retd) Nasser Khan 
Janjua, the adviser to the prime minister on national security, on Monday while speaking at a national 
maritime conference. Janjua underscored the importance of maritime security and said the vision of 
‘Asia’s century’ was under stress as “security architecture and strategic stability of the region has come 
under stress”. In this regard, he pointed towards the Indo-US logistics exchange agreement, through 
which “India and the US have carved out space to pre-position themselves on this ocean. “India is 
being propped up as a counter-weight to China through geo-political, geo-economic and 
geo-military moves,” he said.

Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, who was the chief guest at the event, 
said it was not surprising that Pakistan’s competitors were opposed to the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), and were already seeking to sabotage the multibillion-dollar project. “It is of utmost 
importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with any and all challenges that may arise as 
these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime arena,” he said.

Other speakers called for a broad-based national maritime policy, modernisation of navy, and 
expansion of diplomatic engagement with the ‘littoral states’ of the Indian Ocean for peace and 
security and capitalising on the opportunities created by CPEC.

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the conference on 
‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’, which had been jointly 
organised by the Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), 
and the National Centre for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was attended by policymakers, legislators, maritime experts, and academics, 
further supported the idea of identifying the Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a sense of 
ownership to the littoral states since the ocean is bound by two continents.

The conference was held to analyse the challenges in the realm of maritime security emanating from 
militarisation and nuclearisation of the Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining 
presence in the area. The daylong conference also discussed emerging alliances in the region and 
threats to CPEC, in addition to non-traditional challenges like terrorism, piracy, food security and 
environmental concerns.

It also underscored importance of overcoming national ‘sea-blindness’, because of which maritime 
issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, and developing a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.
Unveiling the recommendations of the conference, the CPGS President Sehar Kamran said: “Maritime 
security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national security, and must be acknowledged as such. “A 
comprehensive and long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based on projected 
requirements for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is the need of 
time.”

Sehar said ful�llment of the vision of ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs – connectivity, cooperation, 
and communication. She specially thanked the PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari for helping in 
‘initiation of the CPEC’ and said it underscored how the PPP protected national interest in a 
non-partisan manner.

By Our Correspondent-Published: March 28, 2017-ISLAMABAD
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It was suggested that the existing national maritime policy should be reviewed to make it more 
inclusive and forward looking so that it could address trade, economic, environmental and security 
elements for the protection and projection of Pakistan’s maritime interests.

It proposed to establish the National Maritime Authority and allocation of necessary resources for 
expansion, development and establishment of new ports particularly along the Makran coast. The 
conference put special emphasis on development and modernisation of the Pakistan Navy as the 
guardians of the maritime boundaries.

“Pakistan should increase and modernise its naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in 
sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured second strike capability, especially in the context of the 
growing threats in the Anti-Aircraft Operations Rooms (AAOR) by our belligerent neighbour.”
Former naval chief Admiral Muhammad Sandila raised the issues confronting development of the 
Gwadar deep seaport. “Until those challenges are addressed, Gwadar is not going to take o�. CPEC 
minus Gwadar would be just an extension of the Karakoram Highway.”

Ministry of Defence’s former additional secretary Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon cautioned that the 
available resources were inadequate to meet the maritime security dictates.

The conference recommended greater diplomatic engagement with littoral states in Afro-Asian 
Ocean Region to promote mutual trust and cooperation in development of the region, besides 
enhancing Pakistan’s access to African markets.

It called for a review of the UN Resolution 2832 that declares the ocean as Zone of Peace to address 
the concerns of littoral states particularly about its nuclearisation. “Pakistan must take the initiative in 
strongly opposing the increased instability produced by the introduction of nuclear weapons by 
India.”

It was proposed that India may also be roped in to the connectivity net as it was identi�ed as the only 
way forward towards promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of 
investments like the CPEC.

Other recommendations related to promoting investments, skills development, equitable 
distribution of opportunities created by the CPEC, and improved governance and security within 
Pakistan.

Former deputy chief of naval sta� vice admiral (retd) Iftikhar Ahmed said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.”

He said the Iranian port of Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gwadar and the two can complement 
each other.

Rear Admiral (retd) Pervaiz Asghar pointed to threat of India’s naval expansion, but also drew 
attention to non-traditional threats. He asked for “a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of 
common non-traditional threats that are increasingly becoming the norm.”

Published in The Express Tribune, March 28th, 2017.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1367312/pakistan-takes-dim-view-indo-us-maritime-pact/
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India being propped up as a counter-weight to China: Nasser Janjua 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has voiced serious concerns over growing strategic partnership between India 
and the United States saying the ‘logistic exchange pact’ between the two countries has put the 
vision of ‘Asia’s century’ in serious jeopardy .

“Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue water navies by countries like 
India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space,” said Lt Gen (retd) Nasser Khan 
Janjua, the adviser to the prime minister on national security, on Monday while speaking at a national 
maritime conference.

Janjua underscored the importance of maritime security and said the vision of ‘Asia’s century’ was 
under stress as “security architecture and strategic stability of the region has come under stress”.

In this regard, he pointed towards the Indo-US logistics exchange agreement, through which “India 
and the US have carved out space to pre-position themselves on this ocean. “India is being propped 
up as a counter-weight to China through geo-political, geo-economic and geo-military moves,” he 
said.

Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, who was the chief guest at the event, 
said it was not surprising that Pakistan’s competitors were opposed to the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), and were already seeking to sabotage the multibillion-dollar project.

“It is of utmost importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with any and all challenges 
that may arise as these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime arena,” he said.

Other speakers called for a broad-based national maritime policy, modernisation of navy, and 
expansion of diplomatic engagement with the ‘littoral states’ of the Indian Ocean for peace and 
security and capitalising on the opportunities created by CPEC.

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the conference on 
‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’, which had been jointly 
organised by the Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), 
and the National Centre for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was attended by policymakers, legislators, maritime experts, and academics, 
further supported the idea of identifying the Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a sense of 
ownership to the littoral states since the ocean is bound by two continents.

The conference was held to analyse the challenges in the realm of maritime security emanating from 
militarisation and nuclearisation of the Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining 
presence in the area.

The daylong conference also discussed emerging alliances in the region and threats to CPEC, in 
addition to non-traditional challenges like terrorism, piracy, food security and environmental 
concerns.

It also underscored importance of overcoming national ‘sea-blindness’, because of which maritime 
issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, and developing a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.
Unveiling the recommendations of the conference, the CPGS President Sehar Kamran said: “Maritime 
security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national security, and must be acknowledged as such.

“A comprehensive and long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based on 
projected requirements for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is the 
need of time.”
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Sehar said ful�llment of the vision of ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs – connectivity, cooperation, 
and communication. She specially thanked the PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari for helping in 
‘initiation of the CPEC’ and said it underscored how the PPP protected national interest in a 
non-partisan manner.

It was suggested that the existing national maritime policy should be reviewed to make it more 
inclusive and forward looking so that it could address trade, economic, environmental and security 
elements for the protection and projection of Pakistan’s maritime interests.

It proposed to establish the National Maritime Authority and allocation of necessary resources for 
expansion, development and establishment of new ports particularly along the Makran coast.
The conference put special emphasis on development and modernisation of the Pakistan Navy as the 
guardians of the maritime boundaries.

“Pakistan should increase and modernise its naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in 
sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured second strike capability, especially in the context of the 
growing threats in the Anti-Aircraft Operations Rooms (AAOR) by our belligerent neighbour.”

Former naval chief Admiral Muhammad Sandila raised the issues confronting development of the 
Gwadar deep seaport. “Until those challenges are addressed, Gwadar is not going to take o�. CPEC 
minus Gwadar would be just an extension of the Karakoram Highway.”

Ministry of Defence’s former additional secretary Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon cautioned that the 
available resources were inadequate to meet the maritime security dictates.

The conference recommended greater diplomatic engagement with littoral states in Afro-Asian 
Ocean Region to promote mutual trust and cooperation in development of the region, besides 
enhancing Pakistan’s access to African markets.

It called for a review of the UN Resolution 2832 that declares the ocean as Zone of Peace to address 
the concerns of littoral states particularly about its nuclearisation. “Pakistan must take the initiative in 
strongly opposing the increased instability produced by the introduction of nuclear weapons by 
India.”

It was proposed that India may also be roped in to the connectivity net as it was identi�ed as the only 
way forward towards promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of 
investments like the CPEC.

Other recommendations related to promoting investments, skills development, equitable 
distribution of opportunities created by the CPEC, and improved governance and security within 
Pakistan.

Former deputy chief of naval sta� vice admiral (retd) Iftikhar Ahmed said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.”

He said the Iranian port of Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gwadar and the two can complement 
each other.

Rear Admiral (retd) Pervaiz Asghar pointed to threat of India’s naval expansion, but also drew 
attention to non-traditional threats. He asked for “a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of 
common non-traditional threats that are increasingly becoming the norm.”

https://defence.pk/pdf/threads/india-being-propped-up-as-a-counter-weight-to-china-nasser-janjua.48
5994/
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India-US logistic pact threatens idea of ‘Asian Century’: Pakistan NSA

The LEMOA agreement enables India and the US to use each other's land, air and naval bases for 
repair and resupply.

Pakistan on Monday said the logistic agreement signed between India and the US, that enables 
them to use each other’s military assets and bases for repair and resupply, has jeopardised the idea 
of an ‘Asian Century’. Its National Security Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Nasser Janjua said the growing 
cooperation between India and the US -including with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA) signed in August last year – has jeopardised the idea of an ‘Asian Century’.

The LEMOA agreement enables India and the US to use each other’s land, air and naval bases for 
repair and resupply. Speaking at a conference on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges 
and Prospects for Pakistan’, Janjua said, “Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant 
investments in blue water navies by countries like India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive 
security space.”

The conference was held to analyse the challenges in the realm of maritime security emanating from 
militarisation and nuclearisation of the Indian Ocean and power projection in the region, emerging 
alliances and threats to the Beijing-backed USD 45 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Janjua said the idea of an ‘Asian Century’ was under threat because “security architecture and 
strategic stability of the region had come under stress”, adding India and the US have “carved out 
space to preposition themselves in this ocean. India is being propped up as a counter-weight to 
China through geo-political, economic and military moves.”

Sehar Kamran, President of the Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies – one of the organisers of the 
conference, said ful�llment of the vision of ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs – connectivity, 
cooperation, and communication. The conference recommended to place special emphasis on 
modernisation of the Pakistan Navy. “Pakistan should increase and modernise its naval �eet, and 
pursue technological advancements in sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured second strike 
capability, especially in the context of the growing threats by the belligerent India,” said Kamran.

Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain claimed “competitors” were opposed 
to the CPEC and were “already seeking to sabotage it.” Former deputy chief of naval sta� Vice 
Admiral (retd) Iftikhar Ahmed said, “If we have the requisite infrastructure and enabling 
environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the economic hub of the 
region.”

The CPEC begins in China’s restive Xinjiang region and ends in southern Pakistan’s Gwadar port. The 
stated aim of the project is to economically link China with Euro-Asia region. He stressed that the 
Iranian port of Chahbahar, being built by India and Iran, posed no challenge to Gwadar and the two 
could compliment each other.

http://indianexpress.com/article/world/india-us-logistic-pact-threatens-idea-of-asian-century-pakista
n-nsa-4588601/
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Regional security under stress due to Indo-US collaboration: NSA

A national maritime conference on Monday called for a dynamic national maritime policy, 
modernisation of navy, and expansion of diplomatic engagement with littoral states in the Indian 
Ocean for peace and security and deriving maximum bene�t from CPEC, says a press release.

The conference jointly organised by Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung (KAS), and National Centre for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR), issued a set of 25 policy 
recommendations. Policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and academics identi�ed Indian 
Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’.

The conference mulled over maritime security in view of militarisation and nuclearisation of Indian 
Ocean and threats to CPEC, in additional to terrorism, piracy, food security and ecology.

National Security Adviser Lt Gen (r) Nasser Janjua saying, “Inter-state tensions in the region and 
signi�cant investments in blue water navies by countries like India have brought oceans into focus as 
sensitive security space.” He pointed towards Indo-US logistics exchange agreement, through which 
he said, “India and US have carved out space to pre-position themselves on this ocean. India, he said, 
was being propped up as a counter-weight to China.

Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, who was the chief guest on this 
occasion, said: “There is no surprise that our competitors are opposed to CPEC, and are already 
seeking to sabotage it. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with 
any and challenge.”

The conference underscored the importance of overcoming national ‘sea-blindness’, and developing 
a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.

President CPGS Sehar Kamran said that ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs – Connectivity, 
Cooperation, and Communication. It was suggested that new ports particularly along the Makran 
Coast be constructed.

Former Naval Chief Adm ® Muhammad Sandila and Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional 
secretary Ministry of Defence, former Deputy Chief of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral (r) Iftikhar Ahmed and 
Rear Admiral (r) Pervaiz Asghar, Former Director General, National Centre for Maritime Policy Research 
also spoke on the occasion.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/194910-Regional-security-under-stress-due-to-Indo-US-collaboratio
n-NSA
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Pakistan voices serious concerns over growing Indo-US partnership

Voicing "serious concerns" over growing strategic partnership between US and India, Pakistan has 
said "logistic exchange pact" between the two countries has put the vision of 'Asia's century' in 
serious jeopardy.   
  
"Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue water navies by countries like 
India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space," said Lt Gen (retd) Nasser Khan 
Janjua, Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's adviser on national security.     

Speaking at a national maritime conference yesterday, Janjua underscored the importance of 
maritime security and said the vision of 'Asia's century" was under stress as "security architecture and 
strategic stability of the region has come under stress".     

He pointed towards the Indo-US logistics exchange agreement, through which India and the US have 
carved out space to pre-position themselves on this ocean, the Express Tribune reported today. 
    
"India is being propped up as a counter-weight to China through geo-political, geo-economic and 
geo-military moves," he was quoted as saying by the paper.   
  
India and the US last year signed a crucial logistics defence pact that will enable their militaries to use 
each other's assets and bases for repair and replenishment of supplies, making joint operations more 
e�cient.     

The conference, attended by policymakers, legislators, maritime experts, and academics, was held to 
analyse the challenges in the realm of maritime security emanating from militarisation and 
nuclearisation of the Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining presence in the area.     
It was proposed that India may also be roped in to the connectivity net as it was identi�ed as the only 
way forward towards promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of 
investments like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.

http://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2017/mar/28/pakistan-voices-serious-concerns-over-growing
-indo-us-partnership-1587058.html
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By ABDUL RASHEED AZAD & WASIM IQBAL 

ISLAMABAD: National Security Advisor (NSA) Nasir Janjua said on Monday that former Chief of Army 
Sta� (COAS) General Raheel Sharif (retd) would help unite the Muslim countries “if he leads the Islamic 
military alliance.” 

In an informal talk with media after a day-long, seminar titled ‘Maritime Security in Indian Ocean’ in 
Islamabad, Janjua expressed hope that Raheel would remove misunderstandings among Muslim 
countries with his experience. According to him, Iran, along with some other countries that are 
opposing the alliance, will be bene�t from his appointment. He said, “I am not sure whether or not 
General Raheel Sharif is taking over the command of the Saudi-led coalition military alliance but if it 
happens, it will be bene�cial for the entire Muslim Ummah.” 

The government of Pakistan has agreed to give a no-objection certi�cate (NOC) to General Raheel 
Sharif (Retd) to lead a 39-nation alliance of Muslim states led by Saudi Arabia. 

During the conference, Nasir Janjua said Pakistan would play a better role to serve the peace and 
economic growth of the world with its strategic connectivity. He said Pakistan is on its way to become 
a hub of trade, economy and industry with the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

The adviser said achievement of lasting peace in Afghanistan will pave way to gain bene�ts from the 
CPEC by Central Asian Republics as well as other states in the region. He said that Indo-Afghan nexus 
is creating a two-front situation for Pakistan. 

Janjua, while underscoring the importance of maritime security, in his keynote address said: 
“Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue-water navies by countries like 
India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space.” 

He said Pakistan sees a great future along with Afghanistan which will come around with 
reconciliation, peace and stability in that country. He said the vision of ‘Asia’s Century’ was under 
stress because “security architecture and strategic stability of the region have come under stress.” 

Through Indo-US logistics exchange agreement, he said, “India and US have carved out space to 
pre-position themselves on this ocean.” India, he added, is being propped up as a counter-weight to 
China through geopolitical, geo-economic and geo-military moves. 

“Maritime security is gradually becoming more important for Pakistan’s security and the leadership of 
the country is considering the maritime security as one of the major aspects of national security. 
“Indian Ocean is considered among the most strategically important regions in the world. Its 
signi�cance is believed to have been increased since Gwadar Port became operational, following 
connection with the CPEC.” 

Speaking as the chief guest, Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain said: 
“There is no surprise that our competitors are opposed to the CPEC, and are already seeking to 
sabotage it. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that we must be fully-prepared to deal with any 
and all challenges that may arise as these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime arena.” 

Unveiling the recommendations of the conference, Senator Sehar Kamran said: “Maritime security is 
a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national security and must be acknowledged as such. A comprehensive 
and long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based on projected requirements 
for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is the need of time.” 

The participants suggested that existing National Maritime Policy should be reviewed to make it 
more inclusive and forward looking so that it could address trade, economic, environmental and 
security elements for the protection and projection of Pakistan’s maritime interests. Creation of 
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National Maritime Authority, allocation of necessary resources, research, expansion/development 
and establishment of new ports, particularly along the Makran Coast, were also proposed. 

The recommendations placed special emphasis on development and modernisation of Pakistan Navy 
for being the guardians of the maritime boundaries. “Pakistan should increase and modernise its 
naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in sea-based deterrents to ensure second strike 
capability, especially in the context of the growing threats in the AAOR by our belligerent neighbor.” 

Former Naval Chief Adm Muhammad Sandila (retd) raised the issue of problems confronting 
development of Gwadar. “Until those challenges are addressed, Gwadar is not going to take o�. CPEC 
minus Gwadar would just be an extension of the Karakoram Highway.” 

Rear Admiral (retd) Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional secretary Ministry of Defense, cautioned, “The 
available resources are inadequate to meet the maritime security dictates.” 

The conference recommended greater diplomatic engagement with littoral states in the Afro-Asian 
Ocean Region to promote mutual trust and cooperation in development of the region, besides 
enhancing Pakistan’s access to African markets. It called for a review of UN Resolution 2832 that 
declares this Ocean as Zone of Peace to address the concerns of littoral states including its 
nuclearisation. “Pakistan must take the initiative in strongly opposing the increased instability 
produced by the introduction of nuclear weapons by India in the ocean,” it was recommended. 

It was also proposed that India may also be roped into the connectivity net as it is identi�ed as the 
only way forward towards promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of 
investments like CPEC. 

Former Deputy Chief of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral Iftikhar Ahmed (retd) said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.” He stressed that Iranian port Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gwadar 
and the two can compliment each other. 

Rear Admiral Pervaiz Asghar (retd), former DG National Centre for Maritime Policy Research, pointed 
to the threat of India’s naval expansion, but also drew attention to non-traditional threats. He asked 
for “a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of common non-traditional threats that are 
increasingly becoming the norm.” 

The conference participated by policymakers, legislators, maritime experts and academics, further 
supported the idea of identifying the Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a sense of ownership 
to the littoral states since the ocean is bound by two continents. 

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the conference. 
The participants of the conference called for a broad-based national maritime policy, modernisation 
of navy, and expansion of diplomatic engagement with the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean 
Region (more commonly known as Indian Ocean) for peace and security and capitalising on the 
opportunities created by the CPEC. 

http://epaper.brecorder.com/2017/03/28/1-page/861017-news.html
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Regional security architecture under stress due to Indo-US 
collaboration: NSA

ISLAMABAD, Mar27 (SABAH): A day long national maritime conference on Monday called for a 
broad-based National Maritime Policy, modernization of navy, and expansion of diplomatic 
engagement with the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean Region (more commonly known as 
Indian Ocean) for peace and security and capitalizing on the opportunities created by China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

A set of 25 wide-ranging policy recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the conference on 
‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan’, which had been jointly 
organized by Center for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), and 
National Center for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR). The conference, which was participated by 
policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and academics, further supported the idea of identifying 
Indian Ocean as ‘Afro-Asian Ocean’ to give a sense of ownership to the littoral states since the Ocean 
is bound by two continents.

The conference was held to analyze the challenges in realm of maritime security emanating from 
militarization and nuclearization of Indian Ocean and power projection by states maintaining 
presence in the area, emerging alliances in the region and threats to CPEC, in additional to 
non-traditional challenges like terrorism, piracy, food security and environmental concerns.

National Security Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Nasser Janjua, while underscoring the importance of maritime 
security, in his keynote said: “Inter-state tensions in the region and signi�cant investments in blue 
water navies by countries like India have brought oceans into focus as sensitive security space.” He 
said the vision of ‘Asia’s century’ was under stress because “security architecture and strategic stability 
of the region has come under stress”. In this regard, he pointed towards Indo-US logistics exchange 
agreement, through which he said, “India and US have carved out space to pre-position themselves 
on this ocean. India, he said, was being propped up as a counter-weight to China through 
geo-political, geo-economic and geo-military moves.

Federal Minister for Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, who was the chief guest on this 
occasion, said: “There is no surprise that our competitors are opposed to CPEC, and are already 
seeking to sabotage it. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with 
any and all challenges that may arise as these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime 
arena.”

The conference recommendations underscored the importance of overcoming national 
‘sea-blindness’, because of which maritime issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, 
and developing a culture of ‘sea-positivity’.

Unveiling the recommendations of the conference, President CPGS Sehar Kamran said: “Maritime 
Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan’s national security, and must be acknowledged as such. A 
comprehensive and long-term maritime security policy with a futuristic approach based on projected 
requirements for the coming decades in both civilian and military maritime sectors is the need of 
time.”

Senator Sehar Kamran said ful�llment of the vision of ‘Asian Century’ needs a focus on 3Cs – 
Connectivity, Cooperation, and Communication. She specially thanked PPP co-Chair and former 
President Asif Ali Zardari for helping in initiation of CPEC and said it underscores how we can 
contribute to achievement of national interest in a non-partisan manner.
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It was suggested that the existing National Maritime Policy should be reviewed to make it more 
inclusive and forward looking so that it could address trade, economic, environmental and security 
elements for the protection and projection of Pakistan’s maritime interests. Creation of National 
Maritime Authority, allocation of necessary resources, research, expansion/development and 
establishment of new ports particularly along the Makran Coast were also proposed.

The recommendations placed special emphasis on development and modernization of Pakistan Navy 
for being the guardians of the maritime boundaries. “Pakistan should increase and modernize its 
naval �eet, and pursue technological advancements in sea-based deterrents to ensure an assured 
second strike capability, especially in the context of the growing threats in the AAOR by our 
belligerent neighbor.”

Former Naval Chief Adm (retd) Muhammad Sandila raised the issue of problems confronting 
development of Gawadar. “Until those challenges are addressed, Gawadar is not going to take o�. 
CPEC minus Gawadar would just be an extension of Karakoram Highway.”

Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional secretary Ministry of Defense, cautioned that “The 
available resources are inadequate to meet the maritime security dictates.”

Importantly the conference recommended greater diplomatic engagement with littoral states in 
Afro-Asian Ocean Region to promote mutual trust and cooperation in development of the region, 
besides enhancing Pakistan’s access to African markets.

It called for a review of UN Resolution 2832 that declares this Ocean as Zone of Peace to address the 
concerns of littoral states including its nuclearization. “Pakistan must take the initiative in strongly 
opposing the increased instability produced by the introduction of nuclear weapons by India” in the 
Ocean.

It was proposed that India may also be roped into the connectivity net as it was identi�ed as the only 
way forward towards promoting peace and stability in the region and ensuring the security of 
investments like CPEC.

Other recommendations related to promoting investments, skills development and equitable 
distribution of opportunities created by CPEC, and improved governance and security within 
Pakistan.

Former Deputy Chief of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral (retd) Iftikhar Ahmed said: “If we have the requisite 
infrastructure and enabling environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the 
economic hub of the region.” He stressed that Iranian port Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gawadar 
and the two can compliment.

Rear Admiral (retd) Pervaiz Asghar, Former Director General, National Centre for Maritime Policy 
Research, pointed to threat of India’s naval expansion, but also drew attention to non-traditional 
threats. He asked for “a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of common non-traditional 
threats that are increasingly becoming the norm.

http://www.sabahnews.net/archives/100438
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https://www.express.com.pk/epaper/PoPupwindow.aspx?newsID=1104105632&Issue=NP_LHE&Date=20170328
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http://e.dunya.com.pk/detail.php?date=2017-03-28&edition=ISL&id=3004885_62263588 
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Cool-headed approach urged with Kabul to thwart ‘Indian design’

ISLAMABAD: National Secu¬rity Adviser retired Lt Gen Nasser Janjua counselled on Monday a 
cool-headed approach in dealing with Afghanistan so as to thwart the “Indian design” of pushing 
Pakistan into a two-front con�ict situation.

“A two-front situation is developing. It shouldn’t be allowed to happen. We should not think about 
Afghanistan with anger and must work to �x the relationship,” Gen Janjua said while talking to 
reporters after inaugurating a conference on ‘Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges and 
Prospects for Pakistan’ jointly organised by the Centre for Pakistan and Gulf Studies (CPGS), German 
Foundation Konrad Adenauer Stiftung and Bahria University’s National Centre for Maritime Policy 
Research.

It should be recalled that the army had angrily shut down Pakistan’s border crossings with 
Afghanistan after an uptick of violence in the country in February that was blamed on sanctuaries on 
Afghan soil. The crossings were �nally reopened last week following mediation by Britain that 
resulted in an agreement on counterterrorism cooperation, whose details haven’t been made public.

Janjua defends Raheel as head of Saudi-led military alliance. The border closure not only resulted in 
huge economic losses in both countries, but also tarnished Afghan opinion about Pakistan. “If our 
vision is to become a massive trade corridor, there is no other option but to mend ties with 
Afghanistan. Your future is connected with it,” Gen Janjua emphasised.

Pakistan cut a sorry �gure at the Economic Cooperation Organisation summit it hosted earlier this 
month, which concluded with calls for improving regional connectivity and enha¬ncing trade, at a 
time when trade routes between Pakistan and Afghanistan remained shut.

“If India is creating a two-front situation for us, it will face a similar dilemma also and that would be 
more di�cult for it to handle,” he said with reference to growing Pakistan-China cooperation.

Speaking at the conference, Mr Janjua said it was Pakistan’s policy to promote positivities in ties with 
regional countries. “We believe in cooperation rather than competition.”He spoke about threats to 
peace in Afro-Asian Ocean, more commonly called the Indian Ocean, particularly from the India-US 
logistics exchange agreement.

“This agreement is of particular signi�cance because India and the US have through it carved out a 
space to pre-position in the ocean,” he said, adding that the United States had in this region and 
Asia-Paci�c cumulatively over 360,000 troops, in addition to the Indian military strength. This is 
straining the regional stability and security architecture.

Mr Janjua defended the government’s decision to allow former army chief retired Gen Raheel Sharif 
to head the Saudi-led military alliance of Muslim states, saying he (Gen Sharif ) is a man of great 
understanding and would maintain the required delicate balance. He said Iran shouldn’t feel 
concerned about Gen Sharif joining the coalition because he would be better than someone with 
‘�xed thinking’ leading it.

Defence Production Minister Rana Tanveer Hussain, former naval chief retired Admiral Asif San¬dila 
and CPGS president Senator Sehar Kamran also spoke.

The conference concluded with 25 recommendations, including revamping of the maritime policy to 
make it compatible with emerging challenges, strengthening of navy for dealing with security 
challenges and strengthening ties with regional countries, including India.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1323295
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http://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/E-Paper/Lahore/2017-03-28/page-3/detail-10
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Need Stressed For Framing National Maritime Policy

ISLAMABAD, (Pakistan Point News - 27th Mar, 2017 ): Speakers at the maritime conference herer on 
Monday called for framing broad-based National Maritime Policy, modernization of navy, and 
expansion of diplomatic engagement with the littoral states of the Afro-Asian Ocean Region (Indian 
Ocean). The need was highlighted for achieving peace and security and capitalizing on the 
opportunities created by China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). A set of 25 wide-ranging policy 
recommendations was issued at the conclusion of the day long conference on `Maritime Security in 
the Indian Ocean: Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan', jointly organized by Center for Pakistan and 
Gulf Studies (CPGS), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), and National Center for Maritime Policy 
Research (NCMPR).

The conference, which was participated by policy makers, legislators, maritime experts, and 
academics, further supported the idea of identifying Indian Ocean as `Afro-Asian Ocean' to give a 
sense of ownership to the littoral states since the Ocean is bound by two continents. Minister for 
Defense Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, on the occasion, said: "There is no surprise that our 
competitors are opposed to CPEC, and are already seeking to sabotage it.

It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that we be fully-prepared to deal with any and all challenges 
that may arise as these opportunities unfold, not the least in the maritime arena." National Security 
Advisor Lt. Gen (R) Nasser Janjua terming Pakistan as gateway of the world to the region highlighted 
the need for having improved relationship with the neighbor at western side. The conference 
recommendations underscored the importance of overcoming national `sea-blindness', because of 
which maritime issues have remained neglected in the national priorities, and developing a culture of 
`sea-positivity'.

President CPGS Sehar Kamran said that Maritime Security is a pivotal aspect of Pakistan's national 
security, and must be acknowledged as such. A comprehensive and long-term maritime security 
policy with a futuristic approach based on projected requirements for the coming decades in both 
civilian and military maritime sectors was the need of time, he added. Former Naval Chief Admiral (r) 
Muhammad Sandila raised the issue of problems confronting development of Gawadar and called for 
addressing these challenges for the development of Gawadar and CPEC.

Rear Admiral Mukhtar Jadoon, former additional secretary Ministry of Defense, was of the view that 
the available resources are not enough to meet the maritime security dictates. Former Deputy Chief 
of Naval Sta� Vice Admiral r Iftikhar Ahmed said: "If we have the requisite infrastructure and enabling 
environment at Gwadar and the region, Gwadar will surely emerge as the economic hub of the 
region." He stressed that Iranian port Chahbahar poses no challenge to Gawadar and the two can 
compliment. Rear Admiral r Pervaiz Asghar, Former Director General, National Centre for Maritime 
Policy Research, pointed to threat of India's naval expansion, but also drew attention to 
non-traditional threats. He asked for making a coordinated and uni�ed response to an array of 
common non-traditional threats.

https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/pakistan/news/need-stressed-for-framing-national-maritime-p-119
032.html
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